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TROOP 3 NEWSLETTER 
 

Dear Parents: 
 
 I am getting this newsletter out early as I will be away the last week in October.  Please make sure you refer to 
last months’ newsletter for all the dates in October.  In particular, you should note that we are camping at Haycock 
Mountain this weekend and that the adult outdoor training course is October 24, 25 and 26

th
.   Please also note that we 

will have our Halloween Party on October 27
th
 and the boys should come in costume for that fun event. 

 
 For our November trip to the Naval Academy, we will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, October 31

st
, and return home 

at 1:30 p.m.  The cost is $34.00 for a scout and $48.00 for an adult.  This cost includes food and tickets to the Naval 
Academy vs. Temple football game on Saturday, November 1, at the Academy.  This is always a fun event.  Reservations 
are due as of October 13

th
.  The information is on our website and you can download the form to sign up from the website.  

In addition, the forms are available each Monday night at the troop meeting.  Our thanks to Ken Plunkett and Craig Lauer 
for coordinating this event. 
 
 We will be taping the Tip of the Hat program on Saturday night, November 1

st
.   

 
 Our good turn for November is Scouting for Food.  We will be giving out the food bags on November 3

rd
 and 

collecting the food bags on November 17
th
.  It is very important that all our scouts contribute to this good turn.  It involves 

getting the bags out to neighbors, family and friends and then collecting them with the food items.  All food items should 
be non-perishable and canned goods are preferred.  I hope that we can all help with this project as there is a big need for 
food in all our area food kitchens. 
 
 Our Troop Leader Council meeting will be at my house on Tuesday, November 4

th
.  On Sunday, November 9

th
, we 

will do another good turn as we participate in the Greyhound Run.  Owen Adams is heading up this good turn project.   
 
 The District Roundtable and the Order of the Arrow meeting will be on November 12

th
 and our Adult Staff and 

Committee meetings will be on November 13
th
.   

 
 On Friday night, November 14

th
, we will be going to the Phantoms ice hockey game at the Spectrum.  This is the 

last year for the Phantoms at the Spectrum.  The cost is $10.00 for adults and scouts.  This is a great price.  In addition, 
there are food packages available.  We always have a good time at this event.  The forms are on our website so please 
download them and get your reservations in right away.  Reservations must be confirmed for the Phantoms game by 
October 27

th
. 

 
 Once again, we will be taping the Hatboro Holiday Parade on Sunday, November 23

rd
.  We will also be taping the 

Hatboro-Horsham vs. Upper Moreland football game at Upper Moreland on Thanksgiving Day. 
 
 Our December trip will be to the USS New Jersey over the weekend of December 6

th
 – 7

th
.   

 

Telephone:  

Home: 215-675-4929        

Office: 215-672-7660 

 

ROBERT M. JOHN 

Scoutmaster  

83 Home Road 

Hatboro, PA 19040 



 
 Don’t forget to mark your calendars for summer camp at Resica Falls Scout Reservation for the week of July 19

th
 

– 25
th
.  Put it on your calendars now so that you can plan family vacations around summer camp. 

 
 As usual, we have covered a lot of ground over the past 3 weeks.  Our Venture Scouts broadcast team has been 
very active.  On September 16

th
, Chris Selinsky, Taylor Lauer and Craig Lauer assisted me in broadcasting the HHHS vs. 

Pennridge boys’ soccer game.  On September 20
th
, Andrew Yale, Taylor Lauer, Jon Yale, Rob Walls and Jack Burrell 

assisted me in broadcasting the HHHS vs. Wm. Tennant boys’ soccer game.  Then on September 23
rd

, I did the 
Methacton vs. HHHS girls’ volleyball game.  On September 26

th
, Rob Walls, Joe Carmean and Jack Burrell assisted me in 

doing the HHHS vs. Quakertown football game.  Then on October 3
rd

, Rob Walls, Craig and Taylor Lauer, Mike Balot and 
his son Mike, Joe Carmean and Jack Burrell assisted me in doing the HHHS vs. Souderton football game.  On October 
4

th
, Rob Walls, Craig and Taylor Lauer and Chris Atras assisted me in doing the HHHS vs. Cheltenham boys’ soccer 

game.  Then on October 7
th
, Chris Selinsky and Joe Carmean assisted me in doing the HHHS vs. Pennridge girls’ field 

hockey game. 
 
 Our camping trip in September was a canoe trip on the Mullica River in the Pine Barrens of New Jersey.  Brian 
Ehly and Robert Gomez were in charge of the trip.  As first year parents, they did a great job.  Our thanks also to Gary 
Evans and Brian Ehly who both trailered one of our canoe trailers for the trip.  About 10 of our fathers actually went p to 
the Wagner’s yard to help unload the canoe trailers after the trip.  All of this help is really appreciated.  The weather was 
beautiful and that always helps to make the trip even better. 
 
 We also introduced our new canoe trailer on the Mullica River trip.  Several years ago, Mike Bernard got the 
brainstorm to build 3 new canoe trailers.  He worked hard and solicited Don Cross’ help in order to start the construction.  
Recently, Larry Wilkes did the cutting and painting necessary for the trailers and was able to get John “Deuce” Narducci to 
do the welding and Brent Reeb from E&S Metal Fabricators to provide the additional steel needed for the project.  Bob 
Dieterly provided the tires and accessories and the result is after over 60 hours of work we have a new canoe trailer. 
 
 On September 22

nd
, George Fesmire presented a Safe Boating demonstration to our scouts.  We appreciate his 

time and efforts.  Dave Cooper helped with some of the visuals for the presentation. 
 
 On September 29

th
, Larry Wilkes and his son, Mike, did a foot care demonstration for our troop.  They both 

worked very hard on putting together an excellent presentation including preparing handouts for our scouts.  That same 
night we had Cub Pack 554 visit us.  We are now in our recruiting season and I would urge everyone to keep their eyes 
open for opportunities to recruit new scouts for our scout troop. 
 
 On October 1

st
, Kyle Hallowell made a formal presentation to the Webelo Leaders at the District Roundtable 

meeting.  Kyle did a nice job and it was nice to be able to meet many of the Webelo Leaders and Cubmasters at the 
Roundtable meeting.  Also in attendance at the Roundtable meeting were Dave Cooper, Scott Herbine, Mike Balot and 
Mike Bernard. 
  
 Vince Gargiulo is in the process of taking the two weekend course for Silver Stag.  This is a week long course or 
in Vince’s case, a 2 weekend course for Advanced Junior Leading training.  We are proud of Vince for dedicating his time 
and efforts to completing this training course. 
 
 On October 6

th
, we had our Parents’ Night.  My thanks to Valli and Bruce McCaffrey for doing the refreshments.  

They have been doing the refreshments for so long that we almost take them for granted.  This is a big job and we 
appreciate their efforts especially since they do not have a scout in the troop.  We also need to thank Dave Cooper who 
put together the program.  Doug Gramp did his usual good job on the advancement.  He not only recognized our scouts 
but he also keeps all the records which is extremely time consuming.  Stu Gentry, together with Dave Cooper, also put 
together a special ceremony for all the scouts receiving a rank advancement.  This is a very important part of our Parents’ 
Night program and I was very pleased with their efforts.  We also owe a big thank you to Jon Yale who put together the  
7-1/2 minute Philmont video and Jack Burrell who put together the 25-minute video of all of our activities for the past 6 
months.  These video programs take hours and hours to put together and not only did Jon and Jack put the programs 
together, but they put music with the programs and put them in a pleasant presentable format. 
 
 On October 2

nd
 – 5

th
, there was an Order of the Arrow weekend at Treasure Island.  This was the last weekend 

the camp will be used.  Chris Selinsky became a Brotherhood member at the OA weekend.  Also attending the weekend 
events were Kyle Hallowell, Dan and Ken Plunkett.  Recently, Doug Gramp went out to the scout store and purchased the 
new shirt loops that David Cooper presented to each and every one of our scouts at one of our recent troop meetings.  



While there is a new scout uniform, the scout uniform that each one of us presently have is still proper to use and wear.  
Consequently, you do not need to purchase new scout pants or scout shirts.  However, David did want to update the red 
scout loops to the new green scout loops so that we would at least have this part of the new uniform that we can all wear 
together.  Our thanks to Doug Gramp and David Cooper for making this possible. 
 
 Craig Lauer and Mike Balot recently completed the Wood Badge course.  This is a week long training course 
which then involves a ticket that each of them must work up and then execute over the next year.  This is a big 
undertaking.  We are very proud of both Craig and Mike for making this commitment to become Wood Badge trained.  It is 
always good to have well trained adult leaders for our program. 
 
 The weather might be getting cooler but the program goes on.   
 
          Very truly yours, 

 
 
Bob John 
Scoutmaster 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

  
Month:  November 
Theme:   The Military 
Assignments:  Pre-Opening, Moose Knights; Opening, Night Riders; Game, Ventures; Closing, Pyro Tech; Service, 

           Cosine 2 
Big Event:   Naval Academy Trip, October 31

st
 – November 2

nd
 

Good Turns:   Scouting for Food, November 3
rd

 and 10
th
; Greyhound Run, November 9

th
 and Taping, November 1, 23

rd
  

                       and 27
th
 

 
 
October 31, 2008 6:00 PM, HBC, Meet for Naval Academy trip. 
November 1, 2008 5:00 PM, Hatters Stadium, VT3, tape Tip of the Hat. 
November 2, 2008 1:30 PM, HBC, Return home from Naval Academy trip. 
November 3, 2008 7:15 PM, HBC, Troop Meeting, Mike Bernard (mini boot camp).  Scouting for Food, 
   Give out bags. 
November 4, 2008 7:30 PM, TLC Meeting at Bob John’s house. 
November 9, 2008 Tyler Park, Greyhound Run. 
November 10, 2008 7:15 PM, HBC, Troop Meeting, Hon. Tom Murt, his Iraq experience. 
November 12, 2008 7:30 PM, Lehman Church, Roundtable and Order of the Arrow meetings. 
November 13, 2008 7:30 PM, Dave Cooper’s house, Adult Staff and Committee meetings. 
November 14, 2008 7:00 PM, Phantoms Hockey game at the Spectrum. 
November 17, 2008 7:15 PM, HBC, Troop Meeting, Adam Baker, military presentation. 
    Scouting for food, turn in bags. 
November 20, 2008 7:30 PM, Hatboro Municipal Building, District Eagle Board. 
November 23, 2008 12:00 PM, 2

nd
 Alarmers Station, York Road, Hatboro.  Hatboro Holiday Parade (parade at 

   2:00 PM). 
November 24, 2008 7:15 PM, HBC, Troop Meeting, Joseph Tryon - reserve program. 
November 27, 2008 9:00 PM, Upper Moreland Stadium, VT3 – HHHS vs. Upper Moreland football game (game 
   at 10:00 p.m.). 
      


